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types to have. First, in a single volume are most of the important facts about the
structure and function of antibodies. Second, the book gives Western scientists an
idea of how Soviet immunologists see the state of the art of immunochemistry.
ROBERT W. ROSENSTEIN
Department of Pathology
Yale University School ofMedicine
BREAST CANCER. PROGRESS IN CLINICAL AND BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH. VOL. 12. Edited
by A.C.W. Montague, G.L. Stonesifer, and E.F. Lewison. New York, Alan R. Liss,
Inc., 1977. 548 pp. $38.00
Female breast cancer remains one of the major problems in medical practice
because the physician lacks understanding of the etiology and, in the absence ofsuch
information, resorts to therapythat may be inadequate in some patients. This volume
summarizes in almost abstract form, papers delivered at an international conference
in mid-1976. It is timely and represents diverse viewpoints from many countries
regarding controversial areas of management ofwomenwith breast cancer. Thebrief
reports cannot be considered to be exhaustive examinations of any of the topics
discussed and include, for example, only minimal references to background material
that is germane. This book, therefore, will probably appeal more to the practicing
physician or the sophisticated physician-in-training than the medical student who
seeks complete basic information important to the learning process.
International meetings so often suffer from slow dissemination of information to
those who did not attend the meeting in person. Late publication results inimportant
material not being available for application to clinical practice until years sometimes
have passed. The publishers of this book, which is the twelfth volume of a wide
ranging series of publications titled Progress in Clinical andBiological Research, are
to be commended for prompt publication ofthe proceedings. Credit for promptness
is in part due to choice ofphoto offset reproduction whicheliminates time consuming
and expensive typesetting, etc. This tends to keep the cost to the reader down to a
reasonable level, an important consideration in this age of expensive books.
No earth shattering "break-throughs" are covered here, but a lot of up-to-date
information has been assembled in a convenient and easily readable format and I
encourage anyone dealing with breast cancer to read it.
IRA S. GOLDENBERG
Department ofSurgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
CHROMOSOMAL VARIATION IN MAN: A CATALOG OF CHROMOSOMAL VARIANTS AND
ANOMALIES, 2nd Edition. By Digamber S. Borgaonkor. New York, Alan R. Liss,
Inc., 1977. 403 pp. $36.00
This volume is a computer printout detailing the human chromosome variants.
The format of the book is based on McKusick's Catalog of Mendelian Inheritance.
The organization is straightforward; entries are arranged numerically, from chromo-
some 1 to 22 and then X and Y. Chromosomes are further indexed according to the
regions, bands, and subbands established at the 1971 Paris Convention. Each entry
contains an ideogram ofthe chromosome underdiscussion, a complete citation ofthe
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Convention terminology. There follows a compilation of numerical abnormalities of
chromosome constitution, again in order 1 to 22, X and Y. There is a table of
syndromes associated with breakage syndromes. Associations of chromosome
anomalies and cancer cell lines have been excluded. The preface contains seven
tables, listing chromosome involved in polymorphisms, breakage, and aneuploidy
syndromes.
This catalogue will be useful for working clinical geneticists who are familiar with
the Paris Convention terminology, both clinicians and investigators. Its major
usefulness will be in the situation when a structural or numerical anomaly has been
identified and a review of the relevant literature is desired. It would be cumbersome
to try to use it to find out whether a given clinical syndrome, for example
acrocephalosyndactyly, is associated with a chromosomal abnormality unless one
knows to look in the section covering chromosome six. The index contains only 31
syndromes cross-referenced, in contract to 30 pages of cross-reference to author's
names. A subject index with cross-references to clinical syndromes, familial inci-
dence, infertility, andfetal wastage would makethe bookfar more useful. It will be of
limited usefulness to students, house officers, and practicing clinicians, who willfind
the atlas written by deGrouchy far more useful.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments of Human Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
CYTOGENETICS OF MAN AND OTHER ANIMALS. By A. McDermott. New York, Halsted
Press, 1976. 64 pp. $3.75
It is difficult to decideforwhomthis small book isintended. It is badly out ofdate,
calling 1960's papers recent, and its discussion of recombination and chromosome
designations is ten years old. There is no mention of Brdu techniques, nowfive years
old. The discussion of evolution and speciation leaves out some important concepts
and information, such as 5-methyl cytosine and its relationship to mammalian
speciation, and gene-band correlations among mammals including man. With the
exception oftheclarity ofits drawings and photographs, it will not serve as reviewfor
medical or graduate students. It is also not sufficiently detailed for undergraduate
students. Maybe it would be interesting for nursing students, but there are other,
more clinical reviews that would be more relevant. Perhaps it would be useful as a
quick review for those taking medical specialty board examinations.
MARGRETTA R. SSEASHORE
Departments of Human Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
THE UREA CYCLE. Edited by Santiago Grisolia, Rafael Baguena, and Frederico
Mayor. New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1976. 579 pp. $31.00
This book is a compilation of aconference held in Madrid in 1975. It is athorough
review of present knowledge of urea cycle function, by recognized authors in the
field. It contains much information about the physical properties of the enzymes in
the urea cycle both in man and other animals, including comparative data. Many
tables ofinformation useful to investigators of ammonia disposal and urea synthesis
are printed, including ammonia production from various amino acids, urea cycle